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he argued, bring wealth to those with the superior energy and ability to produce it, and keep it from the drones, the weak, the incompetent. If the swiftest win in the race, the rest may be consoled by recalling the sage advice:
The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, But in ourselves, that we are underlings.
William Graham Simmer declared that inequality is rooted in human nature and in the very ordec of the universe itself; no one is responsible for this inequality and no one can change it. It is fortunate, he continued, that this is so, for the competition resulting from inequality develops whatever powers the individual possesses. The more intense men's struggle for the limited resources of nature, the more thoroughly the individual's talents are developed. To lessen the inequalities by artificial methods merely favors the survival of the unfittest and penalizes the hard-working, the thrifty, and the upright in behalf of the lazy and incompetent. Sumner argued on another occasion that human nature, being selfish and the result of development through eons of time, could not be reshaped by a law here and an act of misguided philanthropy there.
These general ideas, especially that which attributed individual success and failure in material efforts to heredity, were given support by the writings of two eminent psychologists, G. Stanley Hall and E, L. Thomdike, Although no adequate scientific techniques existed for measuring precisely the relative importance of heredity and environment in determining human traits, sweeping generalizations were made in the name of science. Hall and Thomdike maintained that inherited intelligence is the predominant factor in success or failure. Thus natural science was made to reinforce the individualistic ideology of the conservative defense.
The Cult of the Elite
The psychological justification of social and economic inequality on the score of inherited differences in the mental ability of individuals easily lent itself to the development of the doctrine of the elite. This doctrine was phrased in less crude terms than those employed by many